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EXCEPT! YE REPENT, YE SHALL ALI. 
14 LIKEWISE ' PERISH, 


UR Saviour ſpoke theſe words to thoſe perſons, 
who related to him the unhappy fate of certain 
. Galileans, whoſe blood Pilate had mingled with 
their "facrifices. It is probable that, either from the 
manner in which they related the ſtory, or from ſome 
reflections made upon it, he perceived, that they con- 
ſidered ſuch a calamitous event as the effect of divine 


diſpleaſure, and marking the judgement of heaven upon 
the ſufferers for their greater degree of guilt. 


„ 


Tus appears to be the caſe from the nature of the 
reply which our Lord makes to them; which is cal- 


culated to reſtrain that indecent liberty they took with 
che providence of God, in pretending to fathom the 


Meat 


1 
great deep of the Divine counſels in ſuch diſpenſations, 
and eſpecially i in putting ſuch a harſh and uncharitable 


conſtruction upon them.“ Suppoſe ye, that theſe Ga- 
&« ljleans were ſinners above all the Galileans, becauſe 
« they ſuffered ſuch things? I tell you, Nay” that is— 
This is not the reaſon of their ſufferings. You have no 
right to conclude them greater ſinners, and it is pre- 
ſumption in you to decide with ſuch preciſeneſs, and 
to paſs ſuch partial conſtructions upon the divine pro- 
* 12 


Gop i is ad the righteous avenger PE Sin and to 
quity. Think not, therefore, yourſelves ſecure from the 
ſtroke of his providence, wrapt up in a vain opinion of 
your own ſuperior innocence and virtue; but let ſuch 
awful inſtances of God's power and providence alarm 


you with a proper concern for yourſelves to avert his juſt 
aer by a fincere repentance. For, « except Fe. 


© repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe pra 1 


| F ROM 7 755 ee 1 | themſelves, 
which we ſhall endeavour to improve, agreeably to the 
intention of this day's ſolemnity, and-that. deep humili- 


ation, and ſincere r aneß and reformation, which is 
pd by i it.— 5 
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I. Tuar we ought not raſhly to determine upon 
the proceedings of the Almighty, when he is pleaſed to 
bring any extraordinary calamity and diſtreſs upon par- 
ticular perſons, or kingdoms, and conſtrue ſuch events 
as infallible marks of God's peculiar diſpleaſure, or of 
greater ons and depravity i in the ſufferers, ; OR 


Tuls cannot be aſſerted upon any other ſuppoſition 
than this That ſuffering is the lot of wicked men only. 
A maxim directly contrary to the opinion of the wiſe 
man, who ſays (what all obſervation verifies) “ That all 
ce things come alike unto all—that there is one event to 
« the righteous and to the wicked,” the latter flouriſh- 
ing often, in the preſent ſtate, like the green Bay- tree; 5 
while the former ſuffer poverty, oppreſſion and pain. 


80 hatte cannot take a more wrong and erroneous 
eſtimate of the characters, either of particular perſons, 
or larger bodies and ſocieties of Men, than from events, 
proſperous or adverſe, which happen to them. Good 
men often ſuffer in conſequence of thoſe general laws, 
by which the world is governed. They are not to plead 
the priviledge of an exemption from the calamities in- 
cident to human life, Where (if nothing of this kind 


was 
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wounds, parka, capepuity and death, 


C2 


was to befall them) would be the virtues of patience, 


fortitude and reſignation tothe Sovereign Will of God— 
the great diſpoſer of all events? Has he not a right to 


exact an entire ſubmiſſion to the great Order of the Uni- 


verſe, When We have the fulleſt aſſurance, that infinite 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs directs the whole; and more eſpe- 
cially, upon the ſtill farther aſſurance, that this willing” 
ſubmiſſion and reſignation ſhall, one time or other, 


Et not at Gon be. en rewarded T1 Ms 


7 
7 4e 


Ne OR is 1 any mote « in . * ae a; daily 
obſerve in human governments. Criminals, and thoſe 


who offend: againſt the laws of their country, are not 


the only ſufferers. It is true, theſe. ſuffer deſervedly. 


But in the purſuit of the ends of government, and ſe- 


curing the defence and. proſperity of the; Publick, ſuch 


ſubordination—ſach ſubmiſſion and facrifice of private 


and perſonal intereſts are required to the orders of ſtate, 


as often involve the beſt and moſt deſerving ſubjects in 
the greateſt dangers and diſtreſs, | n them to 


2 ** 
4 


SnovLD we Set e and beet therefore; 


merely from what befalls them in conſequence of the 
genre! plan and order of 8 we ſhould be led 


to 


#1 
to condemn the braveſt and worthieſt members of the 
community, who are juſtly honoured and applauded by 
their country, as the objects of its fury and vengeance, 
and rank them with the baſeſt and vileſt of criminals. 
To uſe the words of our Saviour“ I tell you, Nay.” 


AND, in like manner, when we ſee either particular 
perſons, or whole kingdoms ſuffer by providential cala- 
mities, we cannot with ſufficient reaſon interpret theſe 
into judgements, or puniſhments for fin, any more than 
the captivity or death of the brave man, who ſacrificeth 
himſelf for the defence. of his country, can be called a 
judgement upon him, or puniſhment for the breach of 
its laws, But what then ? 


ARE we to conclude, that ſuch calamities are never 
{ent as the executioners of Divine wrath upon the guilty ? 
If we exclude the intention of puniſhment, how ſhall 
ſuch viſitations of providence be capable of a religious 

application ? | 


"Twas brings me to the ld obſervation, which offers 
itſelf more immediately irom the words of our text— 
which. is— That, though we are not raſhly to decide upon 
the proceedings of Divine providence, and to conſtrue 

1 them 


| | 16 3 8 
them into judgements upon thoſe particular perſons, or 
nations, who ſuffer by them, yet that they may, and ought | 
to be improved to the purpoſes of Reli gion. ! 


Ou pevicas; in his anſwer to thoſe who had related 
to him the tragical maſſacre of the Galileans, gives us 
the proper diſtinction, which will ſolve the difficulty we 
have mentioned. We are not to ſuppoſe, that a greater 
corruption of manners is marked out in thoſe who ſuffer 
ſuchcalamities, than in thoſe who arepreſerved from them. 
We are never to do this, but when we have. fome other 
mark, than the calamity itſelf, or ſome ſign vouchfafed to 
us from God, which expreſsly declares this. to be his in- 
tention. Sin may, or may not be the occaſion of the 
ſuffering. But to pronounce raſhly that it is ſo, without 
ſome other and better criterion, is high and unpardona- 

ble arrogance. It is alſo an argument of uncharitable- 
nels, * ag e in a "my high 1 


Te 18 what our Lord condemns, and inſtructs us to 
guard againſt. But, having done th. he then ſhews 
us, in a very awful declaration, how ſuch afflictive vi- 
ſitations of heaven ſhould affect us, and be improved by 


us Except ye repent, 7 ſhall al likewiſe periſh, lo 
"ERR intimates, 


Tuar 


[1 1 


Tur fin and wickedneſs tend to bring the judge- 
ments of God upon a land and nation, though we have 
no right to pronounce when, and on whom they are 
brought, from any calamities that befall others. He 
cc turneth a fruitful land into barrenneſs, for the WiC= 
«© kedneſs of them that dwell therein,” 


Wr have the interpoſition of providence, in the pu- 
niſhment of nations, upon record, for our admonition 
and inſtruction. And we have the expreſs declaration, 
that Sin was the Cauſe of his awful viſitations, in the 
deſtruction of the Old world, which was before deluged 
with the overflowings of licentiouſneſs. and iniquity—in 
qe overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrha—in the ruins 
of Tyre and Sidon—in the ſeveral calamities of the Sword, 

Famine, or Peſtilence, with which, upon the rebellion 
of the Iſraelites, he viſited that people; and, finally, in 
the utter deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and diſperſion of the 
Jews, when * had filled up the meaſure of their ini- 
quities.” 


To which conſideration we may add, that, as Vice, 
in the conſtitution and natural courſe of things, tends. 
to the hurt and miſcry of individuals, it has the ſame 

malignant 


b is | 


malignant influence upon communities and kingdoms, 


It weakens the foundations of all human governments— 


diſarms them of their ſtrength and power, and makes 
them an eaſy prey to every hoſtile Invader; and ſuch a 


one never fails to offer himſelf, when circumſtances 
invite, and a fair occaſion, giying hope of ſucceſs, is 
Pens. 


Tris—Sin and Corruption—has been the great Con- 


queror, which hath laid in ruins mighty and great king- 
doms—recorded in all ancient hiſtory—in the diſſolution 


of the Aſſyrian, Perſian, and Macedonian Empires, and 


of the fine and flouriſhing Commonwealths of ancient 


Greece and Rome. 


Tris cruel, domeſtic enemy, has been more fatal 
than the ſword of any foreign Invader, and has, in every 


age, ſpread its infamous trophies over the world. And 
what we ſee has ſuch a natural tendency to the miſery 
and ruin of ſtates and' kingdoms, by the appointment 


of God, furniſheth us with ſuch evident marks. of his 
diſpleaſure againſt Sin, as gives us great room to appre- 


hend the effects of it upon ourſelves. For we muſt 


confeſs ourſelves guilty before God, and in his ſight 
who 3 is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity with ap- 
probation. 


* 
Nn — 8 Sc 4 ha "YR * 
„ e eee ee e e * 0 A 


„ 
probation. Our ſins are great and manifold. And, 
therefore, there is nothing which we have not reaſon to 
apprehend, nor any public Calamity, how extreme and 
dreadful ſoever, which we have not to fear from the 


juſtice of the Almighty. 
5 2 | 


I Don't purpoſe to declaim. The ſubject is both 
too copious, and too painful to enlarge upon. It would 
be alſo very difficult to know where to begin, or how to 


mark out the reigning. VICes; or which are the moſt 
ar Þ 


SOME may lay, This is an Age of Power and Oppre/- 
fon, prevalent through all the higher orders and ranks 
of the Community. Others complain of an unbridled 
Licentwouſneſs and Mi [ſrule, in the /wer ranks; others, 
of the claſhing of Parties and Factions, which contend 

not for the Publick, nor indeed for the intereſt of Party, 
but, under the maſk of Patriotiſin, promote their own 
ſchemes of Ambition and Power, Some may fix the 
national character for the moſt extravagant Profuſeneſs, 
Luxury, and purſuit of Pleaſure. By others a moſt in- 
ſatiable Avarice and Rapacity ſhall be marked out, as 
the leading Vice: While ſome, and not a few, will 
complain, with equal juſtice, of the Prevalence of Yi 


delity, 
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delity, Contempt of Religion, and the moſt audacious 
Profaneneſs and RO" 3 

Ic 11 be more reaſonable to own, that all theſe 
vices abound among us in a very high degree, than eaſy 
to decide, which of them has gained the aſcendency, or 
for which of theſe great offences we have more parti- 
cular reaſon to fear the vindictive juſtice of the Al- 


mighty. Certain it is, that in @// theſe reſpects our 


Demerits are very great—the corruption of our morals 


ſo general, that thoſe words of the Prophet may be as 
_ juſtly applied to us, as to thoſe of whom they were 


ſpoken.— We are all over Wounds and Bruiſes, and 
« putrefying ſores: From the Crown of the head to the 
e Hole of the foot W no ſoundneſs i in us.“ 


ar there * one a. of 8 belong- 
ing to us in theſe kingdoms, which other nations No, 


not any one nation upon earth—is ſo highly chargeable 


with—which is—that we have finned againſt ſuperior 


priviledges, both in our Religious and Civil Conſtitu- 


tion. For thoſe who groan under oppreſſion of Deſpotic 


power, and whoſe minds are enchained by Ecclefiaſtic 


tyranny, in the fetters of a dark and ignorant ſuperſti- 
tion, allowance will be made by Him that judgeth 
W 


3 


righteouſly. - But abuſed priviledges enhance FRY guilt 
of our depravity and ingratitude for the bleffings we 

have enjoyed, and admit of no qualifying circumſtances 
no favourable plea for our iniquity and corruption, If 
we are no better than the nations around us, of courſe 
we muſt, for theſe reaſons, be worſe ; and, upon a fair 


balance, the queſtion will be this“ Are we not greater 
Sinners, than they?“ 


Tuts queſtion, gary put, by way of l dduihiitiarion! ; 
and without any partial leaning, in making the compa- 
riſon, to one fide, might ſerve the more to humble us— 
excite our ſorrow and contrition for our fins, and lead 
us to implore with more earneſtneſs and feryour the pro- 
tection of heaven, and deprecate thoſe judgements we 
have moſt juſtly and long deſerved, and which feem to 
be actuallj overtaking this guilty and impenitent Land. 
What ſhall I fay ?—-Doth not the preſent conjuncture 


and miſerable ſituation of Public Affairs authorize me 
to conſider them in this light? ? 


AFTER a five years unſucceſsful ftruggle with our 
colonies in America, in which this. nation has patiently 
ſubmitted to burthens unexampled in former times, be- 
| hold us plunged into a foreign war, which has put every 


ting | 


f 
thing to the hazard. War itſelf is always a calamity, as 
the event of it is uncertain; and, when the moſt, ſucceſs- 
ful, it ſeldom compenſates for the damage ſuſtained by 
it. But the preſent one, in which Tuo of the mightieſt 
Powers in Europe have engaged againſt us already 
wearied and exhauſted by an unhappy, annatural conteſt 
with our . fellow-ſubjefts —threatens us with the moſt 
dreadful ifſue—even the loſs, not only the total loſs of 
our Commerce, now, in every branch of it, faſt decay- 
ing, but 9. the Liberties of + git pere meld i and 
ed 115 7 | 


. af doh 1 1 as. the * Br before us is, it 
wank: not authorize me in conſidering theſe afflictive 
| circumſtances as the judgements, of heaven upon the 
land—No, my brethren—lt is neither the loſſes we 
have ſuſtained- nor the oppreſſive burthens laid upon 
us — nor the alarming power we have to contend 
with—It is not from any outward diſtreſs we already 
feel, or have further to apprehend, that we can infer the 
diſpleaſure of the Almighty ; but from the internal ſtate 


of the nation—its great Corruption .and»Depravity—its 


loſs of almoſt every good principle its contempt of, 
nay, its zealous oppoſition to every project and propoſal 
(how: ener good. and feafible ſoever) that 
: bears 


TE) 


kinks the-face of Reformation-and Inprevement either. in 
its Crone or e concern. - wl 

A it is, which hes 3 us into our des 
diſtreſs, and not the power and ſtrength of thoſe we have 
been contending with. Them we truſted we ſhould have 
ſubdued at the firſt onſet: But they remain in reſiſtance 


{rebellion* I chuſe not to call it) at this day. Force 
after force has been ſent out againſt them— Millions 


after millions raiſed for the ſame end. And where, are 
we? What has been done ?—M uch—too much has been 
done. Our treaſure has been drained—The choiceſt of 
our troops have fallen, or been captived by thoſe who 
were deemed defenceleſs, impoveriſhed, and undiſciplin'd 
—Nay, whom you have heard reproached, as Cowards 
and Runagates. And, where are we?—PFarther than 
ever from Conqueſt, ſhall I fay ?=Farther than ever, it 


By Royal and Epiſcopal authority ſo termed ; and, in canonical obedience, 
it is ſo read from the deſc. Many perſons, however—not ill affected to the pa- 
rent ſtate, nor (in conſiſtence with the true intereſt thereof) to Adminiſtration, 
have thought the term very unhappily, as well as altogether unneceſſarily, 
adopted. Certain it is, that Names have great weight with vulgar minds, 

and though inſufſicient to biaſs the judgement of the more diſcerning, yet 
ſuch as imply reproach are not calculated ſor conciliating the affections of any, 
and. may retard, if not prevent, the re-eſtabliſhment of that union in the 
Empire, which is Ae wiſhed by good ad moderate men, and avoredly | 


ſo by all. | | 
3 18 
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is ſeated; from (what is much more deſirable and ho- 
nourable than conqueſt over rbem ) their good. will and 


return to us in confidence of was. treated as friends 8 


Ibo“ T aggravate i matters. We all bade this is . 
real” caſe; Nor have 1 any pleaſure in mentioning it, 
nor r wiſh to entertain N in n Speere F with a political 
har r — 


N Too Ris, hike ma) > mhk, for the admiſſion of a any thing of a poli tical 
nature. Bat, if the Deſe, and even the Aar, are not toe facred to have 


the modiſh caſt of politics ſuggeſted from them, the Puipit is not profaned 


by a decent and free uſe of it for conveying occaſionally maxims of ſound 
and practical policy—ſuch, I mean to ſay, as regard duty to the community 
in the reſpeRtive ſtations and capacities of Civil life. Can there be any im- 


\ 


propriety, nay, is it not incumbent upon the Preacher, on theſe days, and 
in theſe times, to offer ſomething on this head? Can he, if he feel as he 
ſhould feel for his Country—ls i it Becoming him to be wholly filent, before his 
aſſembled pariſhioners, on the diſtreſs of his Country, and the danger which 


_ threatens our happy Conſtitution in Church and State? —diſtreſs and danger 


not imaginary (as ſome would have the people think it) but real, and fo alarm- 
ing as to be noticed and referred to in the public form of devotion ſpecially 
appointed for the preſent times.—Or, are there no duties of a political nature 
which, at this Criſis, may not be decently and ſeaſonably urged from the 
Pul pit Will offence be taken, if the people be preſſed ever fo warmly to 
live in ſubjeQion to the higher powers—to ſubmit patiently to all lawful au- 
thority—to bear quietly and contentedly the neceſſary burthens laid upon 
them to contribute chearfully and willingly yet farther to the neceſſities of 
the State— to vhite and exert themſelves, in a conſtitutional way, in ſtrength- 

ening the hands of government to awe ' Taftion and ſubdue all unreaſonable 

l | oppoſition 
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harrangue. But, while IJ am pained with the review 
of 5 e 8 een 1 N it for your! edifica- 

5 © tion, 


1 


oppoliien t to its meaſures And ought | it to give offence, if they : are exhorted 
to unite in ſtemming the torrent of that corruption and venality, which is 
one certain cauſe of the national diſtreſs, and to ſummon up all the powers 
with which, under a free conſtitution, they are inveſted, to have this leaden 
of 1 iniquity put away from thoſe parts, or members, of the Boay politic, in 
which it is known and felt n to reſide ? Surely it ought not. 


Ler the Alliance alſo, which ſubſits between the Church (I don“ t ſay, 
between Religion) and the State, be conſidered, and it will appear, not only 
that ſuch a freedom is allowable, but that a Clergyman of the church of 
England, in diſcharging his duty as ſuch, finds himſelf under a zccefity to 
touch occaſionally the ſubje& of Civi/ policy. Would he willingly ſhun this 
at all times? — With what management can this be done, when he is called 
upon to offer his thoughts from the Pulpit, and to give wholeſome advice and 

counſel to the people, on occaſion of the King's Acceſſion, for inſtance,=the 
Martyrdom of the BLEssED King—the Refloration of the Royal family—the Ar- 
rival of King William, the Deliverer, under God, of this Church and Nation 
from Popery and arbitrary Power ?—How naturally—how unavoidably—un- 
leſs he purpoſely avoid (and it muſt be 72anly purpoſed) ſaying any thing rela- 
tive to the deſign of theſe State-appointments—is the Preacher led to remark 
upon ſome parts of the Civil, as well as the Religious, polity of his Country! 
How uſefully, and conſiſtently with the honour and proſperity of this Church 
and State,—yet without any ſacrifice being made to either, of genuine Chrif- 
tianity—has this ſubje& been treated from the Pulpit! ä | 


VES“ I may be told and from thence have too often iNaed doftrines | 
«© and maximsof the moſt dangerous and pernicious tendency — Paſſive obedience 
e and Non-refitance=the Divine and Hereditary right of Kings, &c. &c.”— 
Tis readily acknowledged. But, happily, ſuch doctrines have ſeldom any but 
1 | very 


a Mata” 


—— Q 


, 
, GB RES ng TH enters» 
— a * 


* — - * — 
— — * 
—— —— 2 — 
g — — 


2 n 8 — 
— —ꝛ— — . —— — — — 


— 
— _ — — — — 
— — * — pet 
— ——— —ü—6—ͥ —— — — 
- — — 1 
* 


—— 


20 ] 


tion, that you may ſce the hand of God in this—how 


heaven, for our ſins aſſuredly, has permitted us to en- 
gage in a War with ourſelves one part of the Empire 


dividing againſt the other fellow- ſubjects embruing 
their hands in the blood of each other, and thus to af- 
ford the moſt inviting opportunity (which they have not 
neglected) to our foreign enemies one of them the per- 
petual rival of this nation to prey upon our trade and 
commerce, if not to carry into execution ſtill more 
alarming Projects. 7 


Br all inge are in Abe hands of God; ; "ins, if we 


are wiſe, and will repent and turn unto him, he will 


not give us a prey into the teeth of our enemies, 
whoſe ſuperior ſtrength would not be formidable to us, 
but for our Vices, IE SUD, our courage and damp 
our hopes of ſucceſs. 


| very contemptible abettors, and being 8 drefled out in all ablurdit) of 


argument, under a Zeal bordering on Inſanity, appear too much in their own 
native complexion to create apprehenſion of their gaining any formidable credit. 
And, though the principles i in which ſuch doctrines are founded may, under more 


cool and capable management, receive a dangerous direction in the State, and 
become highly conſequential, in their operation, through perſonal eminence 


d dignity of ſtation, yet let us truſt—in a grateful recollection of a late in- 
ance—that there are not wanting reſpectable perſonages from whom ſuch 


principles, ſo recommended, will meet a ſeaſonable check in an arraignment 


4 merized by the conduct of the abettors. 


Aer 


„„ 


Lr it, therefore, be our hearty wiſh and prayer to 
Almighty God, that a ſpirit of real humiliation, re- 
pentance and piety, may be poured out upon this land 


and country. And let us, in particular, give way to 


ſuch ſerious and religious thoughts as the exigency of 
the public and national concerns require from us. 


Nrir fr k let us imagine, that the mere formality of 
our preſence in the houſe of God, and performing our 
devotions with a tranſient and momentary ſeriouſneſs and 
fervour, will avail towards averting the diſpleaſure, or 
procuring the favour and protection of heaven. This 


is a vain oblation: And our ſolemn meeting will be an 


abomination i in the ſight of God, if followed with no 


more durable effects upon our lives and conduct—if we 
live to-morrow, as yeſterday—if the ſcene of our future 


life goes on, as the paſt. 


Tam ſpeaking only to a few—an inconſiderable num- 


ber out of the great body of this i populous, and, il 


of late, flouriſhing kingdom. But, few as we are, and 
little as we can do for our Country though it be as 


a grain of ſand upon the ſea-ſhore, or as the drop of the 


Weber from a large river —let us throw in our Mite of 
| Virtue 
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"Raw 1 
Virtue and Piety, as of Taxes, into the public treaſure, 
Loet it avail, what it can avail, reſolved there ſhall be 
no deficiency on our part. It cannot be loſt. For the 


advantage of it will redound to ourſelves, if not to the 
ſalvation of our country. _ 


WI ſhall be fatisfied with having done our ty, 


We may then, if God ſhould give us into the hands of - 
dur enemies, fit, mournful indeed, but not deſpairing, 
upon its ruins. For conſcious Virtue is ſecure of hap- 
pineſs amidſt the fall of Empires, and the ruins of States 
and Kingdoms. And fall they muſt. They are mortal, 


as well as the Individuals that compoſe them. And 
though they afford protection and ſecurity, under God, 


to our perſons and properties, yet all forms and conſti- 


tutions of Countries have the ſeeds of Corruption within 
them. The World itſelf is periſhing, and diſcovers the 
moſt manifeſt ſymptoms of mortality and diſſolution. 
From its general appearance through all the parts, to 
which the whole muſt be ſimilar, it is reaſonable to 
conclude this: And the holy ſcriptures aſſure us, that 
the Scene, or Fafhion of the World ſhall paſs away — 
that, the Heavens, being on fire, ſhall. be diſſolved, 
« and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent -heat—the 


6 b Er alſo, and all the Works that are therein the 
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gorgeous palaces, the ſtately temples, the cloud-capt 
towers, —“ ſhall be burnt up. 


AND, though the End, be not yet (as we are likewiſe 


told) yet, ſince we are taught, and profeſs to expect it, and 


have ſuch warnings alſo, in the daily ſymptoms of our 


own approaching Diſſolution, to prepare for it, What 
manner of perſons ſhould we be in all holy converſa- 


« tion and godlineſs, looking for, and haſtening ur unto the 
* coming of the ”- of God.” 


LE us be diligent, that, in that day, we may be Gund 
of him in peace—without ſpot, and blameleſs. 


TE END. 
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